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Emperor Alexander arrived at Berlin, and, by his influence, a
secret treaty was signed on the 3rd November by the two States,
to curb the ascendency of Franco, in Europe. Prussia bound
herself, in the event of Napoleon not agreeing to curtain con-
ditions to be offered him, to declare war against him on tho
15th December, and the King bound himself by the most solemn,
oaths to adhere to his engagements. After considerable delay,
the Prussian Minister started for the head quarters of the French
Emperor on the 28th. Napoleon, who was then manoeuvring in
preparation for the Battle of Ansterlitz, but who was perfectly
aware of the nature of Hangwitss's mission, put off receiving him
for a short time, and sent him to Vienna. On the 2nd December,
Napoleon destroyed the Russian and Austrian armies in the great
Battle of Aualerlitz, before the eyes of their respective sovereigns,
and the Prussian Minister immediately rushed off to congratulate
Napoleon on his successes! and to propose to him a treaty of
Alliance by which Prussia was to seize all the continental do-
minions which belonged to her ally the King of England* This
treaty was signed with Napoleon on the 15th December, the very
day on which Prussia had agreed to declare war against him. In
the following March, Prussia, under the compulsion of Napoleon,
issued a decree, prohibiting British merchandise from entering
any port in the Prussian dominions, thus cutting off a principal
source of the supply of corn to Great Britain

35* Swift and sure was the retribution that fell upon Prussia
for her matchless meanness and perfidy in 1805. Napoleon was
perfectly informed of the object of Haugwite's mission to him.
" You have come," said he, "to present your master's compliments
on a victory, Imt fortune has changed the address of the letter;"
and, though he was too anxious to forward a measure which
would consign her to public infamy, and embroil her with Great
Britain, he did not, nevertheless for one iimtant from that time,
pause in his determination to destroy her at the first opportunity.
" From the moment the treaty was signed, Napoleon did more
than hate Prussia, he conceived for that power the most profound
contempt" He proceeded to treat her with the most unmeasured
arrogance, and, after a series of aggravated insults, that per-
fidious power was astonished to discover that Napoleon was